Friday December 20th 2024

Upton upon Severn CofE Primary, pre school and Riverboats SureStart Gh(Iunetne,
working together to support the local community
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Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives ‘Anything is possible, we can all
succeed'

Providing enriching experiences to foster aspiration 'To inspife aspire’

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13)



Bible quote

1. Isaiah 9:6¢ &For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is giard His name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of £eace.



We wish you all a Happy and Peaceful Christmas

It was wonderful to see so many of our parent community join us in Church this afternoon
for the Christingle service to end the autumn term. As the year comes to a close, we reflect
on another successful term for our school community. Autumn has been thoroughly packed



with activities ranging from our wonderful harvest festival service to a visit to the
pantomime, scooting on the playground to a visit from a tractor. The children have really
worked hard to embrace the full curriculum and we have been so impressed with the
wonderful work that has been produced. We extend the curriculum with a wide range of
personal development opportunities for our pupils and we look forward to further exciting
activities planned for the spring term. Our neMdymed Friends Committee has been so
involved with the children this term: running a disco, a wonderful Christmas Fayre and even
a visit from some naughty elves! They have embraced their new roles and have already
raised a significant amount of funds. Thank you to the new team.

Christmas is always a hectic but rewarding time in school and we have loved the energy the
children have brought to their nativity rehearsals and Christingle Service. We have had
parties, made cards and decorations, enjoyed a wonderful open the book service and of
course Christmas jumper day, all of which have made for a very special final week in school.

At this special time, it is good to reflect on the importance of our school community and the
wider Upton community. We are lucky to have such a wonderful set of volunteers who help
in school, our brilliant TAs and support staff, the spiritual guidance of the local churches and
of course the teachers, leaders and governors who ensure that school is a welcoming and
exciting place.

We hope our school families have a wonderful Christmas. As you embark ordessived
break, may the warmth of the season wrap you in comfort, and the spirit of Christmas ignite
a flame of hope and happiness within each of you.

Happy Christmas to you all.

Prayer for our school community

Dear God,

Thank you that we can come together in our school today and think aboutCheghs

Thank you for all the different ways in which we can send Christmas messages to one
another.

Thank you for all the different ways in which we can go on a journey.
Please keep us safe if we go on journeys this Christmas.
When we have visitors in our homes during the holidays, let us make them feel welcome.

Thank you for the presents that we will receive, and for the ones that we will give to our
family and friends.

Thank you for the present of your son, Jesus.

We pray that this Christmas, we can take time to remember why we celebrate Christmas.



Amen.
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On Saturday 14th December, we had a lovely morning carol singing at Warners . We were
made very welcome by the staff who had organised a wonderful Santa and his boat to raise
money for SARA. The children and families joined together to sing a selection of Christmas
songs to welcome the community who were shopping. The children's singing was rewarded
with chocolates and a warm round of applause.

On Wednesday the 18th,Mrs Moroni took the choir to take part in the town carol service

with Mrs Wills and Mrs Davies. The church was full and it was wonderful for the children to
perform alongside the church choir. The last two songs were particularly special as the

whole congregation lit candles and sang together. Mrs Wills read a passage about the census
which was issued to the people of the entire Roman world and Rev Barry Unwin reflected on
the importance of Joseph's role in the Christmas story. We weneroud of how well the

children sang which really made this community event most memorable.

Travelling to school

Happy Christmas from Basil the pony who sometimes brings one of our pupils to school each
morning. He was there to greet the children from the bus this morning which caused much
excitement.



Reception

Well that is the first term of school completed for all of your lovely children and what an
exciting and full term it has been! We have learnt all the pure (short) sounds and have
started to learn the long sounds too. We have looked at number formation and matching,
size, shape and measure. We have explored the planets of the solar system and become
scientists: looking at floating and sinking. The Christmas nativity and Smart Trees visit
completed the term with a wonderful Christmas celebration! | widike to thank all our
Reception families for your continued support and will look forward to inviting you back into
class during the Spring term to see how we do our math's learning.

This week we have enjoyed designing and making lots of different things. We practised our
cutting skills making whilst making our Christmas cards and decorations. Year 1 also
designed a gingerbread house scene. In DT we made windmills using paper cups and and
straws and designed and made pinwheel windmills. The children have learnt what a windmill
does and the different parts.

Class 4



The children have had a week of designing and making which began on Monday afternoon
when parents and family members came in to clagith pompoms made in the previous
week, and dolly pegs, the children (and adults) made fluffy snowmen, santas, angels and
reindeer. There was a lovely happy atmosphere with lots of helping each other. The
children love having their parents in class and hope to invite them in again next term.

The Design Technology work has been to design and make a cover for a book, using sewing
technigues. Mrs. Moroni was initially nervous about how these would end up looking, but

the children rose to the challenge magnificentBeautiful book covers were made with felt

and incorporating buttons and applique over several sessidggin, not only have the

children developed their sewing skills (using 'real’ needles), but they supported each other
and shared ideas and skills. A great job!







Year 1
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Class 3 Final Fun Friday

On each Friday during December, class 3 have had a small fun activity to complete. Today's
fun Friday task was to try and get a after eight from their forehead to their mouth without
using their hands. Fun was had by all, we even managed to get chocolate over our faces.
Giggles all around. What a fabulous way to end a term.
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Class 5 Master bridge builders




This half term, Year 5 have worked exceptionally hard to design, plan, measure, and build a
truss bridge.

The class have spent the last few weeks developing their measuring and cutting skills :
sticking to the rule of

'‘Measure twice, cut once' Finley

Using their original designs, each member of the class has created a fabulous bridge, using
their carefully measured and cut pieces of wood. Once they were cut, the children carefully
placed then together using corners to make the triangles as secure and strong as possible.
'‘Using the corners made our models much easier to work with' Archie.

The following stage was having these hot glued together, 'Once it is hot glued. we cannot
alter anything' Sophie.

The final stages involved reinforcing and, for some, the painting.
The determination of each member of the class to create their bridges was superb

'l am so proud of my bridge as it looks fab with the signs on it' Leo

Class 5 have also worked exceptionally hard to learn the bellBéoause it's Christmals
am sure all of you that were at Christingle would agree, they did a marvelous job bringing a
spiritual lift to our Christmas service.











































Year 6 DT Waistcoats

This week, Year 6 have finished their DT project: creating waistcoats for their teddies. We
have used needles, pins, tailors chalk, fabric scissors in order to cut, shape join and finish
accurately

The children have finally evaluated their efforts by identifying the things that were difficult
and decisions they would make differently next time. The children worked really hard and
for many it was their first time creating clothing. We hope you enjoy the pictures of their
teddy fashion show.

'l really enjoyed making the waistcoat, adding the buttons was tricky though' Harry B

'Its really important to measure and draw correctly before you cut to ensure the waistcoat
all fits together properly." Mrs Davies












