
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we come to the end of a long but       
incredibly successful half term, I would like 
to take a moment to celebrate the hard 
work and dedication shown by all our  
children. They have approached their 
learning with great enthusiasm and     
perseverance, consistently demonstrating 
our value of responsibility — taking     
ownership of their learning, their actions, 
and the way they support one another. It 
has been wonderful to see their progress 
and the positive spirit that fills our school 
each day.  
I would like to thank our staff and      
families for their continued support, and I 
wish everyone a well-deserved, restful half 
term break.  
 
Remember: due to parents’ evenings, there 
will be no staff led clubs the first week 
back. 

Anything is possible, we can all succeed! 

     Useful Contacts 

 Headteacher: Mrs. Arthur 

 Deputy Head: Mrs. Vizor 

School Office: 01684 592259 – office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk 

  SENDCo: Mrs. Vizor – sendco@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk 

  Chair of Governors: Dr Andrew Walker – office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk 

Coats in school every day please!  

THE GANDER 
Upton upon Severn CofE Primary and Pre-School’s Newsletter 

Friday 24th October 2025 

Whole School Attendance: 94.41% 

Reception: 93.33% Year 3: 96.07% 

Year 1: 94.21% Year 4: 99.2% 

Year 2: 93.16% Year 5: 91.72% 

Year 6: 90.42% 

Date Event 

27th – 31st HALF TERM 

November 

3rd 
School opens 

No staff led clubs this week 

4th Parents Evening: 3:30pm-5:45pm 

6th Parents Evening: 3:30pm-5:45pm 

7th Y2 Multi-skills Festival 

9th Upton Remembrance Service 

10th 
– 

14th 

Children in Need Fundraising Week 
Scooting to Tanzania! 

(letter sent today) 

10th Pre-School Maths Stay & Play 2:15pm 

13th Michael Rosen Poetry Party (in school) 

14th 
Children in Need 
Non-uniform day 

19th 
Reception Class Maths morning 

9:30am 

25th Open Morning 10:00am 
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Our Super Stars of the Week! 

 

Pre-School: Evelyn 
Reception: Edie 

Year 1: Rudy 
Year 2: Blake 
Year 3: Olivia 

Year 4: Edward 
Year 5: Mildred 

              Year 6: Roman 
 

 

 

Our Flock Stars 
Awarded to children, by children for outstanding teamwork 

 

Pre-School Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 Coming soon Coming soon  Teddy Molly 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Evelyn Hattie Lauren Elsie 



Thank you to everyone who came to the Discos, 
Friends raised £332.59! 

Terry in Year 3 has achieved his red/
black belt in Karate! 

Ayda in Year 1 has achieved her 5m 
Rainbow Distance Award in Swimming! 

Poppy in Year 1 has achieved her 
Stage 4 Award in Swimming! 

Evelyn in Year 3 has made her Brownie 
promise! 



 

A HUGE Harvest Thank you! 

 

Cauliflower Cards 

Thank you to everyone who purchased 
their child’s Christmas Cards; by doing 

so you’ve raised £210.75 towards our iPad 
total!  



Spotlight on...Year 5 
This half term, Year 5 have been diving into hands-on 
learning across science and art. In science, the children  
conducted exciting experiments to investigate the     
properties of liquids—carefully observing and deciding 
whether their samples were mixtures or solutions. The classroom buzzed 
with curiosity and collaboration, and the photos captured their  
thoughtful discussions and discoveries. 

Meanwhile, in art, Year 5 showcased their creativity through stunning 3D 
maps inspired by our typography and map topic. Using a mix of         
materials and techniques, they brought landscapes to life—highlighting 
hills, valleys, rivers, and structures. The results were both educational and 
visually impressive! 

Well done, Year 5, for a brilliant blend of scientific thinking and artistic 
flair! 

 
 



Enriching our learning 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

To continue their learning about people who help us in the community, Pre-
School and Reception Class visited the local fire station. It was an amazing 
experience for the children and staff alike and everyone returned to school 
with a real buzz of excitement! The children learnt all about the equipment 
used by the fire-fighters and even got to sit in the fire engine and have a go 
with the hoses!  

A huge thank you to everyone at the fire station for enabling this           
opportunity, it really did help bring the learning to life. 



Forest School Fun! 

Year 2 
In English the children have been studying the story of Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears. To enhance their learning we planned our Forest School 
session around this theme.  Together at  base camp, the children retold 
the story.  The children were very creative in exploring different 'flavours' 
of porridge that the bears might have enjoyed as well as looking at the 
language of comparisons.  The children explored the site to find leaves 
and sticks that were big, bigger, biggest and small, smaller, smallest.  It 
was a lovely session to end the half term.   

Reception Class 

We read the story of Elmer by David McKee.  The children observed the 
changing autumn colours and created their own natural Elmers.  Some 
children demonstrated some wonderful team work to build a den. Others 
we busy creating menus in the mud kitchen. 



 

Remembrance Assembly 

We were lucky enough on Monday to be joined by Amy Miles (Engagement      
Officer) and Steve Mackay (Assistant Police and Crime Commissioner) from the 
police. Steve spoke to us about the importance of Remembrance and why we take 
part in this special time of reflection. Some of the children in school have been 
making poppies that will be pinned to the statue of the Unknown Tommy out-
side Malvern Police Station so please do take a look if you’re passing that way. 

 

 

 

 



A fond farewell..  

 

This term, we say a heartfelt farewell to Mrs. Saftiuk, who has 
been a dedicated and compassionate member of our school    

community for the past three years. During her time with us, 
she has provided unwavering support to our Ukrainian children 
and their families, helping them to feel welcome, settled, and 

valued within our school. 

Her kindness, understanding, and commitment have made a    
lasting difference in the lives of so many pupils. Whether      

offering a listening ear, a word of encouragement, or guidance 
through challenging times, Mrs. Saftiuk’s care and dedication 

have shone through in all she has done. 

We are deeply grateful for her contribution and the positive     
impact she has had on our school. She will be greatly missed by 

staff, students, and families alike. 

We wish Mrs. Saftiuk every happiness and success in her next   
chapter — thank you for everything you have done for our 

community. 
 
 







 

 

 

Not all heroes wear capes! 
Many of you will know our enormous fish tank in the meeting room at 
school. It has entertained and distracted children and adults for the 
last ten years. The tank was donated and regularly cleaned by Wendy, 
Freddie's Nanna.  Unfortunately, on Monday last week, we noticed a 
slight leak which led to an emergency rescue of the fish. Huge thanks go 
to Wendy for her quick action and perseverance in scooping up every 
last tiny fish and then baling out and cleaning the enormous tank.  

Shirley at The Yorkshire Grey proved to be another hero in disguise,    
being prepared to adopt our homeless fish bright and early on Monday 
morning. 

It does not end there! An appeal went out for help to remove the     
broken, and now rather smelly, fish tank and Heidi, Jude's mum, rallied 
the troops and an amazing team of parents and grandparents made 
swift work of the removal. A quick wet vac of the area and you would 
not know there had been a calamity on Monday! It really was an     
opportunity to celebrate our wonderful school community and the team 
effort that make Upton so special.  

If you would like to visit the fish, they now live in luxury in the fish 
tank at The Yorkshire Grey.  





 

What YOU must do: 

• Telephone the school before 8.30am 
each day of your child’s absence 
and leave a message on the absence 
line (we may call you back if we 
need anymore information). 

• Tell the school in advance, of any 
medical appointments and bring in 
appointment cards/letters. 

• If you are not sure whether your 
child is well enough to attend 
school, send them in anyway as 
they often perk up on arrival.       
If they are unwell we will call you. 

• If you and your child are          
experiencing difficulties with school 
attendance then talk to us as a 
first step so we can help! 

 

What WE will do: 

• Check your child’s attendance every 
day. 

• Phone home to discuss your child’s 
attendance with you and/or write a 
letter to you. 

• Invite you into school for           
attendance meetings if we are    
concerned. 

• If we cannot establish a reason for 
absence, then we may make a      
welfare home visit. 







Extended hours!!! 


